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A New Trend in Social Evolution Theory
—Focusing on the Approach of System Theory—

Iwao Taka

Social Darwinism was willingly accepted by European societies which
had deeply supported the idea of laissez-faire in the middle of the nine-
‘teenth century. On the one hand, it strongly influenced the direction taken
by those socicties. On the other hand, however, it generated several social
problems. For example, it justified war as a means for progress, allowed
discrimination against the lower classes, from which would come the
social condition. for accepting Marxism, and so forth.

Because of this, the social Darwinism as a theory of social evolution
gradually lost the power to provide direction to those societies. Never-
theless, this historical fact did not mean that there were no theorics of
social evolution available. Modern societies, now faced with new social
changes — symbolized by the information revolution — have begun to
produce new theories and to be influenced by them.

In this paper, the author introduces the new trend in social evolutlon
theory, and elaborates typical theories: T. Parson’s, N. Luhmann’s, T.
Yoshida’s, and K.E. Boulding’s. The purpose of this paper is to point out
the similarities of thought between them as well as points of difference
from classical theory.
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